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of the person to be educated, or only in view of solving his own, the
educator's, problems.
ILLUSION ABOUT THE VALUE OF PUNISHMENT
Another basic illusion is that the child has an innate under-
standing of the rules of the society in which he lives. If the adult,
punishing a child for an offense or lapse, feels that he is right and
the child is wrong, he forgets that all these rules are made by human
beings and are learned by experience, and that these rules must seem
as strange to the young child as do the rules of savages to civilized
man. Authoritarian psychology is based upon the wishful illusion
that the adult is the possessor of objective truth. W. Stern re-
marks :(539)
Childish wilfulness and defiance has to be overcome, not only because, as a
rule, the adult's wish is the wiser, and therefore essential in the child's own
interest, but also because he must be trained in self-control and submission to
authority. So that here, too, punishment is unavoidable.*
Stern, however, is conscious of the fact that one difficulty in the pun-
ishment of the child's offenses lies in the adult's interpretation of
them, because the adult judges the child's behavior from his own
moral standpoint; for instance, what he may call a lie appears to the
child as truth, conceived in his imagination. Stern(539) also points
to the fact f
that self-will and rebellion are but the reverse side of that valuable quality in a
child of a desire for independence, and since education does not aim at obedience
as an end in itself, but only as a preparation for and condition of higher en<!s,
care should be taken when attempting to conquer self-will not to crush the
child^s strength of character.
Discussions about the value of punishment are very old. The
Biblical viewpoint, t "He that spareth his rod hateth his son;
But he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes/' still governs many
parents.
There are different motives for imposing punishment. One is
that of retaliation, the idea that a bad action necessarily has a dis-
agreeable consequence. Here punishment is to serve as an iustra-
for building tip moral values. Another motive for punishment
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